The Word Shall Stand 


An Infallible Book ? | 


I have sometimes heard the claim 
made that the Bible is an infallible 
book. Is it really necessary in our day 
and age with its enlightenment and 
science to have an infallible Bible? 


There is, of course, not the slightest 
shred of evidence that man with all 
his enlightenment and all his science 
has come a single step nearer to God, 
or has in any way become a more 
God-pleasing person. It is necessary 
that God should come to us and re- 
veal Himself to us. He has shown His 
gracious will to us by sending His Son 
to be our Saviour. But He has also 
given us an infallible Scripture in 
which He tells us of the Saviour and 
guides and directs us in all matters 
of faith and godly living. 


Can you, in the middle of this 
twentieth century, honestly uphold 
the teaching of an infallible Scrip- 
ture? Has not the Bible now been 
shown to be full of inconsistencies 
and contradictions? 


The objection you raise is not the 
peculiar property of our age. It is, in 
fact, nothing new at all. It is as old 
as the hills and has been made 
throughout the ages. We believe the 
Bible is in all its parts the Word of 
God without any error, and not the 
word of man. Since God’s ways and 
thinking are so far above human 
ways and thinking it is hardly sur- 
prising that there are things in the 
Scriptures which we cannot under- 
stand and reconcile. Some of the 
mysteries and difficulties of the Bible 
we shall never be able to sort out in 
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this life. And God does not ask 
to sort out and explain and unde 
stand everything. He does, howeve 
ask us to believe what He tells 
It is His Word, not ours. 


But do not all Christian church 
claim to be guided by the Bibs 
alone? How do you explain the fa 
that they have such widely differi: 
teachings and practices? 

First of all it should be borne | 
mind that although two persons 
groups may claim to be guided sole 
by the same Bible, they may ha¥ 
quite a different attitude towards thf 
Bible. Many maintain, for examp# 
that “God does not propose to 
incomprehensible things”, in othe 
words, He does not ask us to belies 
anything we cannot comprehen 
fathom, understand. If you are goit 
to set up such a rule, then yé 
obviously are going to arrive at coe 
clusions that differ from tha 
reached by someone who rejects sue 
a rule— even though you have tk 
same Bible. As a matter of fact, Gef 
does ask us to believe many inco 
prehensible things. I need om 
mention the teachings about the He 
Trinity and the ,Virgin Birth of oaf 
Saviour to illustrate this. He asks 
to believe things which to our hume 
reason are nothing but downrig# 
foolishness. See I Cor. 1. 

You say that all Christian church 
claim to be guided by the Bib 
alone. It is in fact not quite true © 
say that all churches make th 
claim. Where the idea prevails — 
churches — and it prevails very wid. 
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— that the Bible contains both fact 

ad fancy, both truth and error, both 
od’s word and man’s word, there 
aviously the claim would hardly be 
aade that-it is the sole authority in 
\l matters of faith and life. Human 
adgment and wisdom would be re- 
arded as being at least of equal 
Juthority. Also, where the voice of 
dition (i.e. doctrine said to be trans- 
aitted to the Church otherwise than 
qrough the Scripture) is held to be 
Nqual with the voice of Scripture, 
Hrere it would scarcely be said: We 
re guided by the Scriptures alone. 
The truth is that we who claim that 
the Bible is God’s infallible word and 
an be our only authority in matters of 
aith and life, are often regarded as 
jueer and even objectionable “char- 
icters”. Many even have a nasty 
ame for us: obscurantists. 


What is an obscurantist? 


It is one who tries to prevent en- 
‘Jightenment or the progress of know- 
idedge. That is just what we who 
hold the Scriptures to be God's un- 
ehanging and unchangeable Word 
nd our only authority are charged 
ith —and I do not mean by those 
ho are called heathen and un- 


What does the Bible itself have to 
y on these matters? 


The whole of the Bible demands 
hat those who speak and teach for 
od shall speak and teach the truth 
and avoid error and false teaching. 
ISee eg. Matt. 28:20 and Matt. 
47:15. Sound doctrine is to be upheld 
‘iat all costs. Take a glance at Paul’s 
:|Epistles to Timothy and Titus, if you 
‘doubt this. God demands that we 
-}teach and speak the truth. We have 
ithe truth, and do not first, by :the 
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painful searchings and labours of 
generations, have to find jt on he 
Church is not an organisation for 


finding the truth, but an organisa- 


tion for proclaiming it. “Preach the 
Gospel to every creature”, 1s the 
Lord’s command. We do not first 
have to find the Gospel. It is clearly 
set forth for us in the Scripture by 
the direction and guidance and in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit Himself. 


Does the Bible actually claim for 
itself infallibility and divine author- 
ity? 

It certainly does. When Christ 
walked on this earth only the Old 
Testament as yet existed. Yet our 
Lord Himself never hesitated to 
resort to a simple “It is written”, 
when He wanted to establish a point. 
This is written in the Scriptures and 
is the truth and beyond dispute—that 
was Jesus’s attitude. The tenth chap- 
ter of St. John’s Gospel tells us how 
on one occasion in a dispute with 
the Jews Jesus quoted from one of 
the Psalms and in this connection 
used the words : “The Scripture can- 
not be broken”. The judgment of 
Jesus is no mere human judgment, 
but that of the all-knowing and all- 
wise Lord Himself. Shall it not satisfy 
us? Or are we and our wisdom wiser 
than He is? 


What is the great message that 
God wants to bring to us in the 
Bible? 

The message of Christ, the Saviour 
of all men, in whom alone there is 
forgiveness of sins, and eternal life. 
This is the priceless burden of the 
entire Scripture. But let us leave this 
question for the present. We shall 
come back to it next month. 

W. P. Borcas. 
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The quaint ballad and the preface are reprinted, with spelling modernised from — 
“Reliques of Ancient English Poetry”, published by J. Dodsley in Pall Mall in 1765 


A Ballad of Luther, the Pope, a Cardinal 


and a Farmer 


We now find the Muses deeply engaged in religious controversy. 
sudden revolution wrought in the opinion of mankind by the Reformati 
is one of the most striking events in the history of the human mind. It 
not but engross the attention of every individual in that age, and theref 
no other writings would have any chance to be read, but such as related 
this grand topic. 


The followers of the Old and New Profession (as it was called) had the 
respective Ballad-makers; and every day produced some popular sonnet fo 
or against, the Reformation. The following ballad, and that entitled Litt 
John Nobody, may serve for specimens of the writing of each party. Bo 
were written in the reign of Edward VI; and are not the worst that we 
composed upon the occasion. Controversial divinity is no friend to poe 
flights. Yet this ballad of “Luther and the Pope” is not altogether devoid 
spirit; it is of the dramatic kind, and the characters are tolerably we 
illustrated; especially that of Luther, which is made to speak in a mann¢ 


not unbecoming to the spirit and courage of that vigorous Reformer. 


THE FARMER 


Let us lift up our hearts all, 
And praise the Lord’s magnificence, 
Which hath given the wolves a fall, 
And is become our strong defence: 
For they through a false pretence 
From Christ’s blood did all us lead, 
Getting from every man his pence 
As satisfactors for the deed. 


For what we with our flails could get 
To keep our house, and servants, 
That did the friars from us get, 
And with our souls played the merchants : 
And thus they with their false warrants 
Of our sweat have easily lived, 
That for fatness their belies pant, 
So greatly have they us deceived. 


They spared not the fatherless, 
The careful, nor the poor widow; 
They would have somewhat more or less, 
If it above the ground did grow: 
But now we husbandmen do know 

All their subtlety, and their false cast; 
For the Lord hath them overthrown 

With His sweet word now at the last. 
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DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER | 


Thou antichrist, with thy three crows 
Hast usurped king’s powers, 

As having power over realms and tow 
Whom thou oughtest to serve all hours 
Thou thinkest by thy juggling colours 
Thou mayest likewise God’s word oppre® 
As do the deceitful fowlers 

When they their nets craftily dress. 


Thou flatterest every prince and lordi. 
Threatening poor men with sword and fir 

All those, that do follow God’s word, 
To make them cleave to thy desire, 
Their books thou burnest in flaming fir 

Cursing with book, bell, and candle, 
Such as to read them have desire, 

Or with them are willing to meddle. 


Thy false power will I bring down, 
Thou shalt not reign many a year, 

I shall drive thee from city and town 
Even with this pen that thou seest here 
Thou fightest with sword, shield and spex 

But I will fight with God’s word; 
Which is now so open and clear, 

That it shall bring thee under the boar: 
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THE POPE 


‘hough I brought never so many to hell, 
nd to utter damnation, 

Through mine example, and counsel, 
)r through any abomination, 
‘et doth our law excuse my fashion; 
And though, Luther, art accursed, 

or blaming me, and my condition 

The holy decrees have thee condemned. 


@ Thou strivest against my purgatory, 
\}ecause thou findest it not in scripture; 
As though I by mine authority 
Aight not make one for mine honour. 
inowest thou not, that I have power 
To make, and mar, in heaven and hell, 
n earth, and every creature; 
i ~Whatsoever I do, it must be well. 


il As for scripture, I am above it; 
“)\m not I God’s high vicar? 

oll Should I be bound to follow it, 
js the carpenter his ruler? 

ajNay, nay, heretic ye are, 

That will not obey my authority. 
1“Nith this sword I will declare, 

\’} That ye shall all accursed be. 


THE CARDINAL 


I am a cardinal of Rome, 
Sent from Christ’s high vicary, 

To grant pardon to more, and some, 
That will Luther resist strongly : 
He is a great heretic truly, 

And regardeth too much the scripture; 
For he thinketh only thereby 

To subdue the pope’s high honour. 


Receive ye this pardon devoutly, 
And look that ye against him fight; 
Pluck up your hearts, and be manly, 
For the pope sayeth ye do but right: 
And this be sure, that at one flight, 
Ye shall to heaven go with great might; 
Although ye be overcome by chance, 
God can make you no resistance. 


But these heretics for their meddling 
Shall go down to hell every one; 

For they have not the pope’s blessing, 
Nor regard his holy pardon: 
They think from all destruction 

By Christ’s blood to be saved, 
Fearing not our excommunication, 

Therefore shall they all be damned. 


wv “Dow'T CRITICIZE YOUR FELLOW- WORSHIPPERS! IF OUR CONGREGATION 
et WAS RESTRICTED TO SAINTS — WE WOULDN'T HAVE EVEN ONE MEMBER !! “ 


Dateline cartoon 
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AGENDA 


FRIDAY, MAY 24 


4 p.m. 
5.15 


9.30 


Opening Service 


FIRST SESSION 
Opening ceremonies 


SECOND SESSION 
Constitutional and Financial 


Vespers 


SATURDAY, MAY 25 


9 a.m. 


10 


2 p.m. 


Matins 


THIRD SESSION 
Synodical Essay 
Tract Distribution 


FOURTH SESSION 
Reports from committees 
asked to report to 
1963 Synod 


e Elders’ Conference 


@ Sunday School Teachers’ 
Convention 


¢ Foreign Mission Field 
FIFTH SESSION 


Board Reports 


SIXTH SESSION 
Reports from Congregations 
and Missions 


Closing Service 
The Holy Communion 


News from our churches 


WHEN IS A CONGREGATION SELF-SUPPORTING ? 
Question discussed at Fourth Budget Conference at Tottenham 


When is a congregation of age, financially? When, with its own income, —> 


can pay the pastor’s salary and all its other home expenses? But what abo 
missions, here and abroad, and charities? Are these legitimate items, to 
placed i in the conegr agp budget, in the same way that “Pastor’s Salz 
»? Is support for the new mission at East | 
just as much an obligation’ as support for the local congregation ? 

If missions and charities are true obligations, do they not have to be nel 
And if they are not met, is the congregation really “self-supporting” ? Or a 
something the congregation may cho 


“Insurance and Rates”, 


gifts to missions an optional “extra”, 
to do, over and above its budget? 


5050 Proportion 


Delegates gathered at 
Tottenham, on Saturday, 11 May, for the 
fourth Budget Conference debated the 
question while they were discussing the 
sizeable amounts budgeted for home mis- 
sions by heavily-subsidized congregations. 
Should such mission contributions be re- 
duced in size or, perhaps, be cut out 
altogether until the congregation has be- 
come self-supporting? When is a congre- 
gation self-supporting? The delegates 
considered the answer of the Master 
Plan: a congregation is self-supporting 
when it sets, and through the gifts of its 
own members, meet a budget in which 
for every £ income it spends 10/- for 
itself and 10/- for others. Even a 50/50 
apportionment was not the ultimate, dele- 
gates agreed, but it did set a target, not 
only for subsidized but also for unsubsi- 
dized congregations. The Conference en- 
dorsed the E.L.C.E. policy of newly-organ- 
ized congregations, even while heavily 
subsidized, starting off with 20% of their 
total income budgeted for missions and 
charities. Luther-Tyndale, one of the two 
financially independent churches, spent 
21% of its total income in 1962 for mis- 
sions at home and overseas. 


£43,175 Budget Proposed for 1964 


Mr. James Taylor, E.L.C.E. Treasurer, 
chaired the Conference and guided the 
delegates, one pastor and one layman 
from each congregation and mission, 
through 116 items of receipts and expend- 


Holy Trinity, 
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iture anticipated for 1964. Each cong) 
gation submitted the amount it hoped 
raise during 1964 for E.L.C.E. missiov 

After considerable, and sometimes live 
discussion, the motion was made a 
passed to set the 1964 expenditure ~ 
£43,175, the highest in E.L.C.E. histe 
Previous years: 1960-—-£27,588, 1961 


£31,248, 1962 — £33,055, 19635 
£38,140. 
According to the projections of-— 


Master Plan, total expenditure will re 
£92,000 by 1985. 

The invitation of Mr. Robin Richa 
to hold the next Budget Conference 
St Andrews, Ruislip, was accepted. 1 
opening and closing devotions were co#}. 
ducted by the Rev. Roger Winger, pas §- 
of the host congregation. 


Buoyant Forward Look 


Confidence and buoyancy charac? 
ized the meeting that took place after 
Budget Conference on Saturday even 
at Holy Trinity. 

Sponsored jointly by the Master P 
and the Church Extension Fund Ce 
mittees, the meeting was attended 
Budget conference delegates and meml 
of the two committees. “Both our ce 
mittees welcome the opportunity”, chy 
man Jack Hardie stated, “to show » 
our respective objectives and how they 
linked and integrated”. The Master P 
—C.E.F, relationship was explained — 
described by means of visual aids by ~ 
Rev. V. Hennig. Mr. Peter Kerley use 
flip-chart to present the projections of 


faster Plan. Mr. Reginald Mead used 
‘lected pages from the same flip-chart to 
iow that the function of the Church Ex- 
nsion Fund was to provide the church 
aildings needed for the many new con- 
legations projected by the Master Plan 


/ “A leisurely time, not so much packed 
)to the agenda”, the Rev. Roger Winger, 
»f.W.L. pastoral advisor, reported after 
1e Spring Rally of the Lutheran 
Yomen’s League at Petts Wood on Sun- 
ay, 5 May. Seventy-five women from all 
ie London congregations and from Cam- 
tidge and Sunderland heard Pastor John 
ims, describe, with the aid of colour 
dlides, his visits to the Holy Land, Hong 
‘ong, and Greece, which he made while 
ia his recent furlough to Australia. 


All agreed that the discussion was good, 
1e spirit was good, even the weather 
as good, but one thing was disappoint- 
g: only 22 attended the Luther League 
{teekend at Hothorpe Hall on Saturday 
thd Sunday, 11-12 May, Sunderland came 

te farthest but had the biggest dele- 
lation, a car-load of six. One London 
«@bngregation had none. Total attendance 
]- 93, including Pastor Warren Fanning. 
:0) Blected to Luther League offices during 
pie two-day meeting were Graham 
umphreys of Ruislip, Vice-Chairman, 
nd Janet Bridge of Boreham Wood, 
bcretary. The Victor Graf Shield, named 
ter the first E.L.C.E. Treasurer who 
‘turned to America in 1958, was 


secretaries to 


ng asked all 
forthcoming 


for the Youth 


OW Tee 

they iOMING AND GOING 

wl) Pastor and Mrs. John Sims of Christ 
i Thurch, Petts Wood, returned by air from 
‘heir three-month furlough in Australia 
th Maundy Thursday, 11 April. Preach- 
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ing — sometimes in three successive ser- 
vices in the same congregation on the 
same Sunday —and lecturing in many 
places brought him, the Australian- 
trained pastor said, in contact with thous- 
ands of Australian Lutherans. “Every- 
where there is a great interest in the 
E.L.C.E.”, he went on, ‘‘but not always 
real knowledge. In some Cases, even 
among the clergy, there is misunderstand- 
ing, for example, regarding our plans for 
theological training at Cambridge’. On 
the return trip, Pastor Sims visited Hong 
Kong where he had spent part of his 
childhood. 


Five weeks later, on Thursday, 16 May, 
Luther-Tyndale’s new pastor, the Rev. 
Floyd Bosch, and his wife and five child- 
ren left Southampton for a journey that 
will take them, by ship and by air, to 
Los: Angeles on the Pacific coast of 
America. “What worries me’, Mrs. Bosch 
said upon their departure, “is whether 
our parents will be able to understand 
the mixture of Cockney and Geordie their 
grandchildren will speak”. Pastor Bosch 
served St. Timothys, Sunderland, for five 
years before accepting the call to Luther- 
Tyndale in March 1963. The Bosch 
family will return to London about the 
middle of August. 


CALL DECLINED 

Mr. Peter Koehne, Australian minister- 
jal candidate, has declined the call ex- 
tended to him by the Executive Council. 
In England since June 1962, Mr. Koehne 
has helped out during vacancies at Rut 
slip, Cambridge, and Petts Wood and is at 
present serving in Sunderland. He will 
leave England at the end of July. 


Late News 
NEW PASTOR ARRIVING 

Mr. Ronald Suckow, a graduate of Con- 
cordia Theological Seminary, Springfield, 
Illinois, will arrive in London via jet air— 
craft from Chicago on Tuesday, 18 June, to 
begin his ministry in the E.L.C.E. He will 
be accompanied by his wife and eighteen— 
month child. Further details will appear in 
a future edition of the BRITISH LUTH- 
ERAN. 
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To mark the first cross-Canada “E.L.C.E. Sunday”, the President of t 
Lutheran Church—Canada sends the following greeting to Lutherans in t 
United Kingdom. 

It gives me a great deal of pleasure to extend greetings to our brethren 
Britain at this time. It will interest you to know that our congregations 
Canada will devote a Sunday in June to the observance of the work of ¢ 
fellow Lutherans in England. We have heard of your zeal and love for t 
Lord and we are grateful for the blessings which He has showered upon t 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of England. 

We are reminded that we have intimate ties by a common faith in c 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and that we also have ties within the Brit 
Commonwealth of Nations. We are especially reminded that the Luther 
Church has always enjoyed the blessings of benign government first in t 
British Empire and now in the British Commonwealth of Nations. 

We believe that the ties between Lutheran churches within the Comme 
wealth should be strengthened. If this is to be achieved, then we mi 
become better acquainted. As we do, we will also develop mutual concet 
in our efforts for the promotion of the Gospel. It is our purpose to tell ¢ 
people more about the energetic work you are doing so that there may be 
increase of intercession and prayer on your behalf. 

It is our intention to have one or two of our Canadian pastors attend 1 
International Lutheran Theological Conference in Cambridge in Augu 
This, too, will help us in our understanding and appreciation of your we 
and will stimulate the interest of our people generally. 

We shall invite all of our people from the east to the west coast to parti 
pate in this observance and we shall ask our pastors to lead them in pra) 
to the end that our gracious Heavenly Father may continue to rest | 
blessing upon the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England, and cause it 
prosper and to grow for the glory of His name and for the salvation of sot 

May the blessings of our God accompany our humble efforts. 


F. A. Schole, President 
LUTHERAN CHURCH — CANAI 


MEMORIAL WREATHS WW 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Miss AprrenNE Lacy 
of Holy Trinity, Tottenham, who died 11 March at the age of 21 years, 
from the Rev. and Mrs. Roger Winger, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Chown, 
Mr. and Mrs. William Aichroth and family, total £3 for the Church 
Extension Fund. 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of their mother, Amy CREMER, 
from Mr. Jonathan Cremer and family £2 for the Church Extension 
Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Ben Kocu of Australia 
from Miss A. C. Presser and Mr. O. E. Presser of Australia, and from 
the Misses Maria and Charlotte Lawton and Dr. and Mrs. E. Geo. 
Pearce, total £15 for the Church Extenston Fund. 


JEN 


